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Data Mining Decision Tree Analysis of Predicting Cohabitation
Intention for Unmarried Men and Women

Jung A Oh, Soo-Jung Byoun

Gyeongbuk Woman’s Policy Development Institute, Korea Institute for Health and Social Affair

This study examines relations between opinions about marriage system, family system, and public
attitude on cohabitation in Korean society, attitudes to childbirth in cohabitation and intention
of cohabitation among the single population. The study found that sex, opinion about public attitude
of cohabitation in society, opinion about the marriage system, and family structure are influential
to single people’s intention of cohabitation. Especially, attitudes of childbirth in cohabitation are
strongly related to intention of cohabitation, and single males show a larger intention of cohabitation
than single females. The study also found that there are different influential factors in intentions
of cohabitation between the male and female single population. For males, opinions about public
attitude of cohabitation in society, family structure and educational attainment are influential to
intention of cohabitation. On the other hand, attitudes toward childbirth in cohabitation, opinions
about the marriage system and employment status affect intentions of cohabitation for females.
As it is expected that people who chose cohabitation over marriage will increase, we should
proactively discuss about various social issues related to cohabitation.

Keywords: Decision Tree Analysis, Cohabitation, Marriage System and Culture
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