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A Longitudinal Study on the Mother-Child’s Perception of
Depression, Self Esteem and Subjective Life Satisfaction: Application
to Actor-Partner Interdependence Model using Latent Growth Model

Seunghiey Baek, Hyeonjeong Jeon, Jungmin Lee, Hyewon Chung

Chungnam National University

The purposes of the present study were to identify patterns of change in mother and child’s
self-esteem and subjective life satisfaction and to evaluate longitudinal effects of the effects of
perception of depression on mothers and children on self-esteem and subjective life satisfaction.
Furthermore, we analyzed whether self-esteem of actor-partner mediates depression and subjective
life satisfaction of mothers and children. In order to do this, data used in this study was obtained
from the “Korea Welfare Panel Study (KoWePS)” and 808 couples from the five years longitudinal
surveys including the panel group of 8th year through 12th year. For these goals, we applied
the actor-partner interdependence model (APIM) using the latent growth model. Results were as
follows. First, the subjective life satisfaction has increased gradually over time for both mothers
and children. Second, the depression of mothers and children had a negative impact on self-esteem.
Also, depression in mothers had a negative impact on the self-esteem of their children as well
as their own. Third, the self-esteem of mothers and children had a positive impact on their subjective
life satisfaction. In addition, the initial and change in mothers’ self-esteem had a positive impact
on their initial and change in their subjective life satisfaction. The children’s subjective life satisfaction
had a positive impact on the mother’s subjective life satisfaction. Fourth, the depression of mother
and children influenced subjective life satisfaction of both subjects through self-esteem. Self-esteem
decreased as the depression of mother and children increased, and when self-esteem decreased,
the subjective life satisfaction of both parties decreased. This study analyzed the relationship between
mothers and children from an interdependence point of view. It is meaningful to analyze the longitudinal
relationship between factors.

Keywords: Depression, Self Esteem, Subjective Life Satisfaction,
Actor-Partner Interdependence Model
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