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Study on the Determinants on Life Satisfaction According
to the Generation:
Focused on the Moderating Effects of Generation Difference

Sun Sook Park

Dept of Social Welfare, Silla University

This study analyzed the factors that determine the life satisfaction of each generation of people
aged 20 or older, and verified the moderating effect of the generational differences. The results
of this study were as follows. First, disposable income, health status, and emotional and social
factors, such as depression, self-esteem, family relationships, and social relationships, commonly
affect the life satisfaction of all generations. On the other hand, the following were exclusive
determinants on the life satisfaction: living together with a partner and drinking frequency for
the young generation; education, home ownership, smoking, and personal pension for the mid-aged
generation; and living together with a partner, employment status, public pension, and private
pension for the aged generation. Second, there were negative moderation effects between the
young and middle-aged generation regarding the drinking frequency and family relations. Although
there was a negative moderating effect between the young and aged generation on living together
with a partner and drinking frequency, there was a positive moderation effect on the health
status. Finally, there was a negative moderating effect between the mid-aged and elderly generation
on education and living together with partner and employment status, and a positive moderation
effect on the health status, depression, and family relationship.

Keywords: Elderly’s Life Satisfaction, Generation Difference, Moderation Effect
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