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The Representation of a Migrant Worker’s Family by the Media:
A Text Analysis of EBS1's “Finding My Daddy”

Geunoak Lee, Kukjin Kang

Chungnam National University, The Seoul Shinmun

The aim of this study is to understand the structure of discourse about people’s perspectives
on a migrant worker’s family through a case analysis of EBS1 TV's documentary, “Finding My
Daddy.” Some of the current studies reported that Korean society has increasingly formed an
extension of multicultural discourse and policies, but the content is not good enough. As a result
of the documentary analysis, the discourse on “dad” is that he adapts well as a member of
society and is represented as a “yes man,” “all-purpose man,” or “superman” when “dad” is thankful
for finding a job and working. “Mom” is a pre-modern women'’s figure that is distinguished from
general Korean mothers. ‘Mom” always acts as a “dad’s aid” or “assistant.” It was represented
as it is the gender of a woman stylized as an object. Citizens are still benefitting the migrant
worker’s family, and employers and managers are recognizing that they deal with “commands,”
‘lead” about “dad.” In conclusion, the results imply that the media is reproducing the cultural
objects of mainstream preferences and tastes, and even those are never free from contemporary
culture.

Keywords: Documentaries, Migrant Workers, Family Love, Domestic Viewer's Aversive Emotion,
Paternalism
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